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Paddling in the Southern US 

 19M Americans participated 

in paddlesports, averaging   

7 trips per year 

 38% of paddlers were also 

freshwater anglers 

 10.3M Americans 

participated in kayaking 

 3.4M of kayakers live in the 

southern US 

 

 



Texas Kayak Fishing 

 ~ 1-2M Texans participate in paddlesports 

 Texas Paddling Trails generate an estimated 

annual economic impact of >$160M 



TPWD Leased Fishing  

Access Areas 
Where does the funding come from? 

 U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Voluntary Public Access 

and Habitat Incentive 

 The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation  

 Sport Fish Restoration Act 

 

Who are our partners? 

 

 



TPWD Leased Fishing Access Areas 
 

 

Coming soon: Lower Nueces River near Corpus Christi, Middle 

Brazos River near Gholson, and Lower Colorado River near 

Bastrop! 



Want More Information? 

 Directions, details, and any limitations 

on the use of individual sites can be 

found on TPWD’s website: 

 

Tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/recreational/rivers 

 

 Or Google “Texas Leased Access” 



What Will You Find at the Sites? 

 Maps and informational sheets describing 

the site 

 

 Surveys regarding fish caught and overall 

experience at the site.  

 Please fill these out! They help guide 

our future conservation management 

strategies.  

 

and FISH!! 



 



  



Detailed maps 

available for 

download 



  



 Expand angler and paddling access to Texas rivers 

through public-private partnerships 

 Texas is 95% private 

 ~4.1M acres of land lost to urbanization since ‘82 

 Preserve wilderness experience 

 Manage for sustainable use 

 Facilitate watershed conservation 

TPWD has partnered with  

IFFF-Texas Council to :  



Next Steps 

 Secure 2-year leases 
 > 20 proposed leases on 9 

rivers 

 Survey & monitor 

leases  
 Baseline habitat and fish 

population assessments 

 Development of 

sustainable use 

management plans 

 Monitoring of angler use 



Riparian Conservation-  

Healthy Riparian Areas Support  

Healthy Fish Habitat 



 

What is a Riparian Area? 

 
Riparian Areas are the bands of 

vegetation that occur adjacent to the 

stream bank.   

 
They are a transitional zone between 

the wetlands and upland areas. 

  



Characteristics of a Healthy 

Riparian Area: 

 Diverse collection of 

native vegetation in 

close association with 

water 

 Many of these plants 

have deep roots that: 

 Act like a basket to hold 

the streambank in place  

 Protect against erosion 



Benefits of Healthy Riparian Areas:  

Provide important 

habitat for wildlife and 

fish: 

Food (detritus, insects) 

Shelter (undercut banks, 

large woody debris) 

Shading (temperature 

moderation for increased 

dissolved O2) 

Travel corridors 



 

Benefits of Healthy Riparian Areas: 

 
 Improve water 

quality 

 Filter & catch 

sediment 

 Assimilate 

pollutants 

 Streambank 

stability 

 Reduce velocity 

of flood water 

 Armor banks 



Grasses Sedges/Rushes 

Forbs 

Woody Plants 

(Trees & 

Shrubs) 

Types of Riparian 

Area Plants 



Sediment trap 

Store water 

Erosion control 

Functions/Roles of 

Riparian Vegetation 
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Root Mass of Riparian Plants 

To imagine what a Spikerush root ball would look like, picture this:  

 67 feet of fishing line, wadded into 1 square inch.   

 

That is a lot of root mass,  

and is why riparian plants  

are so important for bank stabilization. 

 

Photo credit John P. O'Connell/Texas Sea Grant 



Fallen trees, logs and debris help too 



Good Vegetation Outcomes 

 Protects banks from excess erosion  

 Dissipates energy and slows the velocity of 

floodwater 

 Sediment dropped 

 Sediment trapped and stabilized 

 Floodplain / riparian sponge is enlarged 

 Increased groundwater recharge 

 Base-flow is sustained over time 
 

    



Additional Resources 

www.nueces-ra.org/YRR/pdfs/yrr2.pdf 

TAMUpress.com 

www.seedsource.com/catalog/ 



Enjoy and Be Safe! 

 Check the weather forecast 

 

 File a float plan 

 

 Wear your lifejacket 

 

 Check the river flow 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/tx/nwis/current/?type=flow 

 

 Leave No Trace 
 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/tx/nwis/current/?type=flow


Contact Us!  
TPWD Inland Fisheries Division  

Jessica East, jessica.east@tpwd.texas.gov 

Melissa Parker, melissa.parker@tpwd.texas.gov 

Steve Magnelia, stephan.magnelia@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

(512) 754-6844 


