
The Greenprint Process



Presentation Outline

1) What is a Greenprint and Why Should I 

Care?

2) The Greenprint Process (w/ 3 Case Studies)

3) Greenprinting in Davidson



What is a Greenprint?

• A Greenprint is a bound document containing 

text and maps that guide communities to 

grow in a way that balances the need for 

conservation with the forces of growth and 

development.



What is a Greenprint?



Why is Greenprinting 

Important?



Why is Greenprinting 

Important?

• Goals range from purely land conservation, to 

complex strategies and detailed goals for 

urban sustainability.



Why is Greenprinting 

Important?

• Growth is not the 

problem

• The type an location 

of typical growth and 

development is the 

problem



A Community Must Find Out…

1) Where they are…

2) Where they want to be…and…

3) How to get there.

…in terms of growth and conservation…



The Greenprint Process: 

Inventory & Analysis
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The Greenprint Process: 

Current Patterns of Growth

Source: Environment North Carolina Research & Policy Center (April 2007)
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The Greenprint Process: 

Inventory Case Studies

Source: GIS data provided by the City of Mount Holly; Map prepared by Greenways Incorporated (2007)
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Inventory Case Studies



From Inventory to Visioning
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Visioning Process: 

Developing a Concept Map



From a Broad Vision to 

Specific Recommendations



Developing 

Recommendations: Case 

Studies



Developing 

Recommendations: Case 

Study: 
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Developing 

Recommendations: Case 

Study: 

Archuleta County, Colorado





















From Recommendations to 

Implementation



Greenprint Action Steps

Columns:

•
Recommended 
Action 

• Responsible 
Agency 

• Priority 
Ranking 

• Resources 

• Stakeholders

• Key to 
Success



The Conservation Toolbox



Strong Committees to 

Champion the Plan



Greenprinting in Davidson, NC



Greenprinting in Davidson, NC

• Early stages of inventory and analysis

• Collecting and analyzing GIS data

• Preparing to expand the depth of current data 
and metadata



Greenprinting in Davidson, NC

• Working with a steering committee that is 
developing their own open space criteria

• Preparing to start to ‘groundtruthing’ the data



Greenprinting in Davidson, NC

• Adding integrity to environmental analysis of 

proposed developments

• Looking at the parcel level to better 

understand what areas need to be protected, 

using predetermined criteria



Questions and Comments


